OLDEST WOODLANDS IN NEW JERSEY





The following are listed, in no particular order of age or importance:





Borg’s Woods, City of Hackensack, Bergen County, NJ. 15 acres within 23 acre site. Beech/Red Oak forest with a well developed understory of Witch Hazel and Spicebush surrounds a 700 foot long vernal pond with emergent wetland vegetation. Many trees are 8-13 feet circumference, and 100 or more feet in height. This is a unique site not devastated by browsing deer, and there are no invasive species in the woods core. Directions: Summit Ave to Fairmount Avenue (westbound) for 1 block to corner of Allen Street. Very quiet neighborhood with ample street parking at all times. Trail leads into the woods.





Hutcheson Memorial Forest, Somerset, Somerset County, NJ. 65 acres within 525 acre site. White Oak/Black Oak forest heavily studied by scientists. The site so severely impacted by browsing deer, invasive species, and fallen trees that it can almost be considered a post-old growth forest. Directions: The address is 2150 Amwell Road, Somerset, NJ, where there is a small facility building and a tiny parking area for research purposes only. Some evidence exists that unauthorized visitors frequently enter the western perimeter of the preserve at the eastern end of Walsh’s Lane. Hutcheson is only accessible by guided tour organized by Rutgers University (call 732-932-2075).





Helyar’s Woods, New Brunswick, Middlesex County, NJ.  Approximately 40 acres plus some fields. The woods entrance is in East Brunswick, but more than half of the site is in the City of New Brunswick. Similar ecologically to Hutcheson but much older and more intact. It’s many enormous Black and White Oak put Hutcheson to shame. Directions: Take Ryders Lane east of Route 1 for a short distance, and there is a winding access road that goes about ½ mile north through the Botanical Gardens. Park in the visitor’s parking area located near some facility buildings. Look west, and you’ll see a sign for the woods entrance.





Beechwood Park, Harrington Park, Bergen County, New Jersey.  Approximately 20 acres. A Beech forest exists along the upper reaches of the Hackensack River, which is basically a large freshwater stream. It is similar to Borg’s Woods in some regards. It contains Beech well over 100 feet in height, with the largest close to 150 feet.  Directions:  Lynn Street to Riverview Drive (westbound), then south on  Richard Court for ½ block. Trail leads south into the woods.





The Holly Forest of Sandy Hook, Gateway National Park, Monmouth County, NJ.  Size unknown. North of Spermacetti Cove, there is an access trail not far west of the main visitor’s center. This is a barrier beach ecosystem of unusual age, containing Holly over 200 years old. It is reportedly unmatched anywhere along the eastern seaboard. Directions: Route 36 to Highlands Bridge, take main road of Sandy Hook northbound for  2-3 miles to reach Visitor’s Center on the right. Ask  for a guided tour, otherwise closed to the public.





I will post others as I explore and determine suitability.





OLD SPECIAL PLACES OR WOODLANDS THAT AREN’T QUITE “OLD GROWTH”





Some of these other woodlands are billed as “old growth” and may contain some impressive trees, but don’t quite make the cut. However, their existence should be noted. These include:





Emerson, Bergen County:  10-12 acres of Beech forest imbedded in the Emerson Woods, off Main Street in Emerson, NJ. There are also some giant Cottonwoods in another part of the forest that was once grazing land.


Piscataway, Middlesex County: Rutgers Ecological Preserve, Piscataway, New Jersey. Portions east of the stream are old, but not old growth


Old Tappan, Bergen County: East bank of the Hackensack River in Old Tappan. Appears to be comparable to the Emerson tract.


Norwood, Bergen County: Norwood East Hill, owned by the County of Bergen. Definitely not old growth.


New Milford, Bergen County: Bank of Hackensack River in New Milford between the northern terminus of Steuben Lane and the New Milford Swim Club. This area is unique for having a complex of tidal streams interlacing into a deciduous woodland.


Cheesequake State Park, Middlesex County: The old White Pines of Cheesequake State Park. 


Galloway Township, Atlantic County: Red Maple/Holly swamp on a remote portion of the campus of Stockton State University in Atlantic County. The site is about midway between College Drive and the Garden State Parkway, and generally north of the jogging trail that swings east from College Drive to the Parkway.  This site will surprise anyone who thinks that American Holly is not a swamp species. There is no trail within the old area, and the site is 100% undisturbed by man or invasive species. Years probably go by without a single visitor. Further southeast is an inaccessible and unnamed open bog several acres in size, and ringed with cedars. 





I will post others as I find them. I’m sure there are more.  I’m almost tempted to post a cemetery at the northern end of the City of Orange (Essex County) which has some impressive specimen trees.	


�Of note, there are a few other sites throughout New Jersey which have been identified as OLD GROWTH by the Passaic River Coalition.  I have not yet visited these.





- Eric Martindale, January 11, 2006





