CITY OF HACKENSACK 


RESOLUTION


NO. 297


OFTERED BY: STEIN	


	SECONDED BY:	MATTEl





WHEREAS, a wooded, privately owned, tract of approximately twenty-two 22 acres, commonly known as the Borgs Woods area, exists in the City of Hackensack at the northern terminus of Byrne Street and bounded generally by Fairmount Avenue, Coles Brook, and private homes on Summit Avenue, and





WHEREAS, it has teen represented to the Mayor and Council of The City of Hackensack that the subject tract is listed on the New Jersey Register of Natural Areas as a two hundred year old forest, is recognized as one of only eight mold growth forests remaining in the State, represents the original deciduous forest which once covered most of Bergen County and features soils and boulders undisturbed since the last glaciation; and





WHEREAS, this old growth forest is located in a heavily populated and fully developed area of New Jersey and potentially may be the only high quality forest preserve anywhere in Bergen County, south of Route 4; and





WHEREAS, it is the sense and belief of the Mayor and Council that once development of this privately owned tract occurs, the loss of this potential forest preserve and open space area cannot be reversed and the potential for passive recreational activity and an educational nature center thereon will be forever lost to this and future generations, of the residents of Hackensack and surrounding communities; and





WHEREAS, the Chairman of the Board of the corporate owner of the tract has publicly stated a willingness to convey the subject tract to a government entity for preservation purposes, provided that reason�able and fair compensation is paid therefor; and





WHEREAS, the fiscal condition of the City of Hackensack ascer�tained by the Mayor and Council upon taking office, and the burden that this fiscal condition places upon the taxpayers of the City, are such that it appears extremely doubtful that the Council could respon�sibly justify the expenditure of any City funds toward the purchase of the subject tract; and





WHEREAS, it has been represented to the Mayor and Council by private citizens, most notably the group known as the Borg’s Woods Preser�vation Coalition, that efforts have been undertaken with various govern�mental entities to obtain County, State, and Federal funds for the purchase and preservation of the subject tract, and





WHEREAS it has been represented to the Mayor and Council that attempts at obtaining such funding for the purchase and preservation 0f the subject tract have been hampered by a lack of the endorsement by the Mayor and Council of the concept of the purchase and preservation of the subject tract; and that such lack of an endorsement by the governing body has a negative impact upon the particular governmental, entity which has the power to approve or prioritize the respective application; and





WHEREAS, it is the sense and belief of the Mayor and Council of the City of Hackensack that all reasonable, practical, and lawful avenues should be pursued toward the preservation of the subject tract as matters of public policy, environmental concern, and responsibility to this and future generations.





NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by tile Mayor and Council of he City of Hackensack as follows:





1.	Efforts previously undertaken by private citizens, most notably by the Borg’s Woods Preservation Coalition, toward the purchase and preservation of the subject tract by the use of County, State, and Federal funds be and hereby are endorsed as being both in the best interest of the people of Hackensack and representative of the position of the Mayor and Council





2. The Mayor and Council of the City of Hack hereby request and urge public officials at all levels of government representing the City of Hackensack to render all reasonable and lawful support and assistance to the aforementioned efforts.





3.	The efforts undertaken by private citizens, most notably, the Borg’s Woods Preservation Coalition, to obtain County State and Federal funds to purchase and preserve the subject tract be, and hereby are, recognized and acknowledged by the Mayor and Council as being representative of the best qualities of citizen involvement with. and participation in, the governmental process.








Roll Calls Ayes — Mecca Robinson, Stein, Mattel, Zisa








THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE RESOLUTION IS A TRUE COPY PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 5, 1989 .











