NOV. 18, 2006  BORG’S WOODS CLEANUP DAY 
By Eric Martindale

About 50 people turned out on Saturday, November 18th for the first official Borg’s Woods Cleanup Day.  The prior date, set for October 28th, was canceled due to high winds and rain. The City of Hackensack sponsored “Make a Difference Day”, and Borg’s Woods was the primary property to be cleaned up.  Panny worked hard to coordinate the event.  The weather cooperated this time, with temperatures in the low 50’s, and mostly cloudy conditions.  
Linda Flynn, a member of the former Borg’s Woods Preservation Coalition and a science teacher at the Hackensack 5ive/6ix School, brought the largest contingent of volunteers.  She brought about 30 people, about 20 of which were students. “I put this group together in only 3 days,” she said. The 50 volunteers were almost exclusively Hackensack residents and students from all across the city, most of which had never before set foot in Borg’s Woods. 
Some of the debris and yard waste that had been dumped by local homeowners at the Allen Street entrance to the nature preserve was removed, including bricks and concrete that was once someone’s front steps. Steve Royka from Little Ferry, and Ron Frey, Steve George, and Eric Martindale, all from Hackensack, worked on dismantling portions of a dilapidated fence that once encircled a vegetable garden along Fairmount Avenue.  This was difficult labor, but with the right tools, this project proceeded faster than expected. “We just did it the old-fashioned way, with sweat and muscle instead of with machinery”, said Royka, who slashed the fence to pieces with a massive pick axe. Remains of a grape trellis, long ago collapsed, were also removed.  About two-thirds of the original fence is now gone, including all of the unsightly segments along Fairmount Ave. This debris, plus scattered litter in the woods, was collected and thrown into a 30 cubic yard container provided by the Hackensack Department of Public Works.  The DPW crew also pulled out one large stump at the request of Frey, who lives on Summit Avenue.
Shortly before 10:00 AM, the students arrived, en masse, like an army marching down Fairmount Ave. Some had bags, others carried rakes.  Martindale divided the crew into two groups to do trail maintenance. 
Several students and their mothers got bogged down in the muddy sections of the main trail near the giant fallen oak about 100 feet from Allen Street.  This highlights the need for the County to smooth over these sections of trail with fresh dirt.  For at least a few of the kids, this may have been their first visit to a wooded area. The girls squealed when they uncovered salamanders and one small snake. 

The kids raked several trails clean, and then lined them with tree limbs gathered from the woods. Linda’s son, Nick Flynn, led one group, while Linda herself led the other.  The two groups focused on some of the less traveled trails in the woods, with the intent of making them more visible. In less than 2 hours, the kids and their parents did an amazing amount of work, proving that there is power in numbers. The kids were very proud of their work in recreating the trails. “It’s good for the community to feel ownership of Borg’s Woods, and there’s no better way to do this than by getting the kids involved”, said Flynn.  They’ll remember it for the rest of their lives.

All of the cleanup activity took place on the west side of the swamp, which was absolutely brimming from recent rains, making the trail crossings to the east side impassible. Future improvements envisioned for the east-west trails feature wood-planking over the wetlands, and an arching footbridge over Coles Brook to the the end of Woodland Avenue in Maywood.

One surprise guest was local gadfly Lenny Nix, who was walking his dog in the woods at the time. He owns a small plot of land at the northwest corner of Borg’s Woods that he purchased for the purposes of conservation. Nix said he once attempted to donate the lot to the County for one dollar, but they rebuffed him.
Not much time was spent specifically on the control of invasive species, but volunteers ringed a few Norway Maples near Byrne Street, and other invasives were removed with the fence along Fairmount Ave.  If left untouched, Norway Maples would eventually dominate the woods, with their dense dark canopy inhibiting the growth of native ferns, wildflowers, shrubs, and other tree species. This would completely alter the natural ecology of the preserve. Also cut down on Volunteer Day was a massive specimen of Burning Bush along Fairmount Avenue that is believed to have been the source of hundreds of invasive saplings and seedlings that have been pulled up over the years.  The popular species, native to Japan, is highly invasive.
Future improvements to the preserve could include interpretive signs and planting species of ferns or wildflowers that are native to Bergen County, but are currently not present in Borg’s Woods.  Panny will request a meeting with Frank DeBari, Director of Parks for Bergen County, to discuss County cooperation with the desired improvements.  There’s talk of having another Volunteer Day for Borg’s Woods this Spring. If the old garden can be completely cleared out by then, we can have the kids planting native wildflowers on the next Volunteer Day.  
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