HOW TO ERADICATE PARASITIC IVY 





Parasitic Ivy (Purple-Leaved Wintercreeper) does NOT readily sprout from roots. This is its downfall. If a patch is ripped up and disposed of, only a few weak sprouts will come from the root stock. These can readily be removed. Removal of infestations is definitely a project that has to be done in phases, with priorities to each phase. The priorities are as follows:





The highest priority is any fruiting vines. This is to prevent the species from seeding throughout the wooded area. The fruit is a small yellowish berry. The species does not fruit until it has climbed the trunk of a tree or run a fence. Also, the vines will grow along the ground, but not attain any substantial diameter until they grow up a tree. These vines can be killed by a single surgical cut using a “Sierra Saw” or a machete. It is not necessary to completely rip them down, they will completely die in a few months.


Second priority is any small patches and associated runners that can be pulled up readily. These might be found hundreds of yards from the nearest patch.


Third priority is any vine of any size growing on any tree.  In the case of Borg’s Woods, vines need to be stripped off trees every few years or there will be a massive and devastating infestation. If it weren’t for volunteer efforts, Borg’s Woods would already have two acres of trees in various stages of death due to Purple-Leaved Wintercreeper.


Fourth priority is any rapidly expanding edge of a patch. This vine forms runners that often run barely seen through the leaf litter, and run 20 feet ahead of the rest of the patch. These can be pulled back or cut and thrown into the center of the patch where they can’t spread any further. Curiously, once a rapidly expanding edge is cut back, the patch attains a “memory” of the event and does not re-expand so rapidly into the direction.


Fifth priority is patch areas around specimen trees. This is essentially taking Priority #3 a step further and establishing a buffer of several feet around the base of any important tree.


Sixth priority is pulling up and disposing of massive patches.  In the case of Borg’s Woods, this simply cannot be done by a few volunteers. It will require professional services and/or labor by Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program (SLAP). “Slappers”, as they are called, are non-violent convicts who live and work a normal life, but report for labor on Saturday and Sunday for an amount of days equal to their sentence. Most slappers are DWI convicts who have never served time in prison.


Seventh priority is to monitor areas where massive patches have been removed, and then pull up any small sprouts.





Under no circumstances are chemicals to be used to control Purple-Leaved Wintercreeper or any invasive species.





BEST TIME TO REMOVE PARASITIC IVY





Removal of Purple-Leaved Wintercreeper is best done on mild days in late fall or winter, for the following reasons:





Removal efforts will not to disturb other vegetation in the removal process. 


It’s easiest to rip up when the ground isn’t frozen or dried-hard from the summer heat. It’s even easier after a good rain.


It’s easiest to survey the extent of the infestation during months when there is nothing else green or purple-green except this ivy.


Removal of ivy is tough work. Doing it on a warm day will quickly break a serious sweat, and all the activity draws mosquitos.  Trust me on this one, it’s not to be done during the growing season.


