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FAIRMOUNT - As I recall it in 1915

It is the intent that this story shall depict the area known as
the Fairmount sectioen of Hackensack, New Jersey as it was around the
year 1915 and to impart as much knowledge as I have of the area, as
to who lived where and to describe the beauty of this rural atmesphere
in which it was our good fortune to have been raised.

For some background information, it would be well to point out (1)
that the region known as Cherry Hill extended from about Howland Avenue
in River Edge south to about Poplar Avenue in Hackensack and that (2)
the Fairmount area was ence known as Zingzam and the railread station
was known as Zingzam, The name was derived from Mr. Zingzem, architect
of Fairmount Park in Philadelphia from whence Fairmount got its name,

The name Cherry Hill was officially abandoned in the late 1890!s,
following the Cherry Hill tornade, and for other good reasons. The name
of Fairmount seemed preferable to that of Zingzam, the man who owned
most of the area from the peint at Poplar Avenue north to the tewnship
line which was Coles Brook, (Hackensack City was New Barbadoes Township
until the referendum in 1921)

Starting at a point where Poplar Avenue meets Main Street, on the
east side of Main Street was the huge Campbell Wall Paper Co,(photo”i)
setting back 250 feet or more from Main Street, with its expansive lawn.
A baseball field was in the southwest corner of their prorerty, Jjust off
of Main Street and a small pitch and putt golf layout surrounded the plant,
A railroad siding extended along the north side of the factory, joining the
two line section of the N.J. & N.Y. Railroad at the Faimmount statien,

(picture here of RR station) Bivic "2
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2.
The area from the railroad tracks north to Cross St, (now Temple Ave)
on the east side of Main Street, was Fairmount Park and in the northeast end
of the Park on the corner of Main & Cress stood a small building which was
the Fairmount branch of the Post Office., It was here where we went to get
our mail each day when we first moved to Coles Avenue. This building was
moved from the Park to a spot on the south side of Fairmount Avenue near
Main Street and later became a fish market, a meat market and finally a
usad car lot.
Proceding north on the east side of Main, where Johnson Avenue now
terminates and where a bank now stands, was Burlews Real Estate office.,
(see phote>#h) followed by two houses and then tennis courts, then a couple
of more houses and Kippels candy store in an old house on the southeast corner
of Main and Voorhis. I remember, as a child, it was quite a few steps up the
front porch to get into the candy store., On the northeast corner was a new
building housing a shoemaker on the ground floor and their living quarters
upstairs. From this building there were empty fields halfway up the block
until Kadora's and a couple of other houses, then the old brick building, the
AND 5A ¥5®
home of O.H.Krause, later an A & F grocery store (see photo #5) and later a
TV repair shop. The old Fairmount Hotel (see photo #6) E,Lepine, Pfoprietor,
operated for many years until Ruckdeschel operated a saloon there, and then
many years later it became Costa's Market, In the rear of this structure was
the Fairmount Bottling Works of O.H.Krause, located in the lane,
Next to the lLane was the house of Bob Mauthe, Kappes lived there before
Bob was married, and next to that was Mauthe's General store, 3 steps up in ;
the center of the threé stores now located there., Mauthe lived upstairs over
the store and on the corner where Kopf's liquor store now stands was a shed

closed in on three sides, where the cews of Mrs, Mauthe were stabled, A picket

fence enclesed this area in on two sides - Main Street and Orchard Street.



Photo from Shalfer collection.
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3.
Going north from Orchard Street on the east side of Main Street there were

open fields until Simensen's house, later Ritemeyers (see photo #7) near the
corner of Main and Oak Streets. From thie peint on there were ne houses until
some distance beyond Jefferson Street, the area between Zabriskie and Jefferson
being used to store thousands and thousands of electric and telephone poles. |
Cn the east side of Main Street, at a point just north of where Coles
Avenue noew is located, there were two houses, Kovzans grandparents lived in
ene which burned to the ground and Bogenbergers lived in the other, later
when Bogenbergers moved to the house on the terrace, Livitsky meved inte the
Main Street house and I believe still live there as of 1974, That was the
last house on the east side of Main Street in Hackensack. In the 1920's or
so a garage was located about 100 feet or seo north of ILivitsky's house,
Just a 100 feet or less from the Coles Breok, northern property line,
Grand Avenue jutted off at about a 45 degree angle to the right and con-
tinued to Hackensack Avenue, a block over the railroad tracke. This left
a triangular piece of land bounded by Main Street on one side, Grand Avenue
on the other and th& Coles Brook on the north and easterly side, It was on
this small triangular plot that the building promoteors, who were trying to
sell and develop this area, built a2 small real estate office, The name was
either Hageman or Jermain, In later years this became a candy, soda and
general refreshment store, operated at various periods of time by Brewns,
Thompsons,Westervelts, Youakims, Roogs. This area became known as ""The End"
because it wasihere that the trolley car line ended and the moterman would
pull down the pole from the one end of the trolley and release the pole on
the other end and guide the pulley onto the slectric wire, FHoTo 7 A
At this point, to the left could be viewed Zabriskie's Pond,(pheto #8)
this picture used on Society of Fairmount Friends letterhead, with its spill~
way dam on the southern end and on the northern end the wheal gate for opening

and cleosing the pond, In the distant on the north shore, about in line with
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4.
where St Lakeview Street is in River Edge, was the remains of a once well
used ice house. (Photo #9 of sluiceway)

Iooking north to the crest of Cherry Hill steod the Zabriskie House, sur-
rounded by towering elms and various outhouses, barns and orchards. (photo #10)
The reservoir located near the house was the birthplace of the Hackensack Water
Company and was the extent of their water supply at that time, From this van-
tage point at Zabriskie's house he could see his farms spread out in every
direction, north to Howland, seuth te Willew Avenue in Hackensak, east to

Main Street and Kinderkamack Reoad and west to Forest Avenue,

'
+

On Main Street, from Zabriskie's Pond going south on the west side,
there were the remains of an old brownstone foundation at the tep of the hill
on the corner of what is’now South lLake Drive, This was the former home of
one Teunis Cole, from which the broek and streets derive their name,

From the sidewalk on the west side of Main Street a steep bank rese at
a L5 degree angle to a point 35 er LO feet high. On the face of this bank
were the words "North Hackensack Park" in concrete letters three feet high,
painted white., At the top of the bank and extending A;gig to a point even
with Lincoln or Fifth Street were corn fields, ne streets,

As an added come-on in selling lots the developer built two huge piers
at the Main Street intersection of Chestnut Street (Coles Avenue) Thess were
about four feet square with pyramid teps and were made of the brownstone from
the old foundation of the Tuenis Cole home on the hill.,

From Coles Avenue to Davis Avenue, which was formerly Maple Street, there
were three houses high on the terrace en the west side of Main Street, In the
homes from north to south were: Beesold, Kurzenabe and Roseman, later Begen-

berger, From Davis south to Willow were cornfields tended by Zabriskie,

Starting at Willow and going southward on the west side of Main was first
DeMott then Diggles then someone else whose name escapes me, ( a german coeuple

with a blonde haired daughter) and then Hendricks. Pavelik later built on
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Demohtlon Work Begms
To Remove Landmark
In River Edge

By ROBERT H. HAMMETT
# The old Zabriskie house on
§Cherry Hill in River Edge is
goeinz torn down to make way
g for new apartment buildings.
Original plans called for
gconstruction of a 10-story
penthouse apartment on the
Bsite, which is at the crown of
% the hill, but this proposal was
rejected by the Rlver Edge
§ Council. Officials said the fire
fighting facilities of the Bor-
ocugh are not yet adequate for
a high structure in the event
gof a serious fire. A modern
$three-story structure is to be
erected.

PURCHASED - IN 1849
According to J. Pell Zabnskxe[
Bowner and occupant until recently,
the house which long was a well-
known landmark, was purchased by
his grandfather in 1343. The house
had been occupied hy three other
families previous to that date, and
ﬁthougb the exact date of its build-
jing is not known, it was probably
:soon aflter the Revolutionary War.
Georze Wasnington reviewed his
"troops {rom the top of Cherry Hill
iin the retreat from Fort Lee. Occu-
ﬁpaan of the new apartments which
have taken over the hill, can see
|the same stretch of road from the
New Milford bridge and through the
meadows into Main Street, that the
American troops traversed so long
ago. At that time the view was far
more extensive, and the retreat
\‘could be surveyed all the way to the
,Manswn House on the Green in
‘hac» ensack, where the troops en-
rcamped before plodding on to Val-
ley Forga.
*In those days there was a grist
mill at Zabriskie's Pond now on
the south side of Route 4, where the
pursuing British were slackened by

spat.

now beinz demolished to provide

The Zabriskie house on Cherry Hill in River Ldge which is

space for new housing units.

thie smell of fresh haking bread
made by a woman. When the Red
Coats demanded some of her fare,
the baker woman finished it as
slowly as she cotld, in order to give
he Americans more time to re-
treat safely. It has been said that
this woman was one of the un-
named heroes of the American Rev-
olution, because the war could have
been won or lost at this strategic

John C. Zabriskie was a farmer,

now!

He was County Collector!

At that time the!

Zabriskie's “recalled

In 1892 there was a fire on the'

hill which destroyed 32 head of cat-the view they get ts just as good as
tle,

and also burmmed a Baptist

fts summit and killed thrﬁei

20 W‘n

.-:;,..m«‘i_-

“,ﬁ*‘}g‘! s i
3}'

' .&“'»

*\\ Whed, R

Inn nearby, was sucked out of a
window he was trying to fasten, and¥
dashed on the railroad tracks 100}
yards away. A laborer and a child!
also lost t.hexr lives in this freak
storm. -
Zabriskie had gone to Union City
to get a load of Brewer's grain they
day of the tornado. As he passed
the Oritani Field Club on the way
back, a colored houseman of Sen- |
ator Johnson ran out and hailed
him and cried, “All Cherry Hill's}

who moved to Cherry Hill from a'been wiped out.” Zabriskie thought \p.zk‘
location in Teaneck, in the ncmlty|he was crazy, and said so, but “hen. ¥
where Holy Name Hospital
stands.
from 1849 to 1€54. He had slaves onfcom flattened, and he didn't have [
the place, but treated them so well:to go much farther to be convinced.}
that they remained with him after,Trees were uprooted and barns and

the Civil War, and continued to houses were partially or totally de-
work for him.
kitchen was in the cellar, and an'of the Zabriskie house was damaged.
aunt of Mr.
when the pickaninnies carrled the i)l now, and Mr. and Mrs. Zabris-}
food upstairs in relays to serve it
in the dining room. |

he reached Davis Avenue in North?
Hackensack, he found a field otf

:stroyed. The roof and upper floor

A new era has come to Cherry

kie are not too saddened by the:,
change. They have one of the newis
apartments on top of the hill, andt

from the old house. Mrs. Zabriskie f+#
Church nearby. On July 13, 1835, has moved most of her extensive j/¥)
the celebrated tornado of Cherry.collection of ]
Hill swathed a path of destruction!apartment,
over
persons., Gus Friedman who ran an

antiques into
and so they
lost completely the atmosphere of§

former days!

have not Fofasts




5.
tha vacant lot on the northwest corner of Ma;n and Catalpa.

About a hundred feet south of Catalpa on the west side of Main Street stoed
a twoe stery brick house, the residence of Al Profile before he rmoved to Oak St,

The only other building from there to Springvalley was the old fire house
of the Union Hese Company (photo #11) located directly across from the present
fire house. On the neorthwest cerner of Main and Springvalley stood the home
of Stroeble. At the exact point where this house stands was once the driveway
entrance te the huge Zingsem estate. The driveway was lined with cedars and
wound its way to the western end of Martin Terrace where once was situated the
impressive residence of G.N.Zingsem, a hotel-like structure, porched on three
sides and consisting of abeut twenty raom;??rfﬂ-isgltion to other lands which
he owned in Fairmount, his estate extended from First Street,(Krone Place)te
Main Street ard from €atalpa Avenue to Springvalley Avenue. His home and much
of his property was purchased in later years by H, Krone, absut 1880,

Shewn here in photo #12 is the five corners where Main Street meets with
Grand Avenue, Springvalley Avenue and Voorhis Place, Old maps of civil war
vintage show this triangle between Main, Grand and Elm as a Fairmount Park.

_ My recollection of the area is that midway from the five corners to Elm Ave
was a garage, private, of Sha#fers and the office and real estate building
of Shaffers on the corner of Main and Elm, (phote #13) + I3 A

In the next block was Shubert's Delicattesen on the front part of theit
home and to the south of them was built, some years later, the Drug Store of
Mr. & Mrs, Rosenbauer,

Just at the southwest corner of Main & Fairmount is where the little old
Post Office wéé moved to, from the Bark, It was operated as a Post Office and
candy store by%.' DeVoe. (see Photo #14) Next to it, as shown in the picture
was the home of Ittle or Itel and next to that was the A & P operated by
lenny O'Brien. It was here that we went each Saturday, with a wagon, and re-

turned home with the wagon full of groceries and the change from $5.
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6.

Between the railroad tracts and Poplar Avenue there were several stores,
One of these stores was a stationery store selling candies, smokes, newspaéers,
etc, and operated by a Mrs, Shultz and in one of the stores was Trossback's
Butcher Shop or "The Variety Market" as it had long been known. Then just
south of Paplar Avenue on the west side of Main Street was the "loon" aute
garage, a car well known at that time.

A single set of trolley tracks ran up the center of Main Street to the
boundary of Hackensack and River Edge, at Coles Brook. The tracks had a loep,
every so often, enabling northbound and southboand trolleys to pass., There
was one at Willow Avenue, one at Fairmount Avenue and one at Maple Avenue.
Thisvtrolley line ran from Zabriskie's Pond through little Ferry to Weehawken
at the 42nd Street ferry slip. In later years they used very small trolleys,
operated by one man, which we referred to as "Toonerville" trolleys, from an
old cartoon popular at that time.

Summit Avenue in those days had only four houses north of the Korm home-
stead on Poplar and Summit. These consisted of two houses just south of Coles
on the west side where égth and Steffins lived and two more houses in the next
bleck where Boxmier and another familyﬁ;::;:::. The only other house that
could be considered to be on Sumnit Avenue was Schubert's on Cedar & Summit
but I think that faced more on Cedar than on Summit. It must be remembered
that on older maps of Hackensack and Fairmount the name of Summit Avenue is
shown as Prospect Avenue, When the present Prospect Avenue was cut through
the former street known as Prospect Avenue was changed to Summit Avenue.

(see map showing the old names of the streets) #15

On the west side of Summit, then Prospect, from Springvalley Avenue to
the south to about Fairmount Avenue, was the spacious grounds and magnificent
Fairmount Hotel, B8ee Photo 16 showing the hotel which faced Elm Avenue,

I recall my Father describing this hotel to me :: péinted out its location

and I later came across pictures of it in old allases and on old maps. The



IANISIND. .

—_ —-

el srcvaba

{53793) -

HEID
\-l’.lmll. X

|

| PR AT

:
\freers,
T e R

LPOD UV

Jﬂ_ll;l\’l_ )

AY

R

T

T

(,/Lr_/.c.hm.{v_\
Ny
S A

7

%,
z
o

-t

STRELET

= elwatteinss]

L

e e e v
' 1
|

o habrisiae

/

- .‘"_..:,.'.(. Lo )
: MD‘U‘L-Y:J‘» -

vew Barbadoes Township

.

- RGN n:cpﬁm‘

g Wa Neel.

. PHOPFRTV OI;
(2. N; Z3NGS I

SCALY. aua 11 4118 e’

Arias oF Ez
Naw JEAsEY

re

-——— e

cecen Covorr y

1776 ~ (876

i

e i i oot s s

L




-

AT G

THE FAIRMOUNT HOTEL

This fine structure faced Elm Avenue looking east. it was located
on the west side of what is now Summit Avenue, what was then
Prospect Avenue, bounded on the north by Spring Valley Avenue,
on the south by Fairmount Avenue and extended to the pond of
the Coles Brook.




Fairmount - 1915 7.
Hotel was no doubt a showplace during itdx time but it had burned during
the late 1880's and by 1915 there were ne traces left of its existance,
The area tgégtné&ééﬁgZEE Springvalley Avenue, from Summit Avenue to the
Coles Brook was a great picnic greunds and a place where local organizatiens
would hold clambakes. It was alse an encampment for Gypsies whe traveled !
through these regions in covered wagons, with trained bears, etc.

The streets running east and west as well as those running nerth and
south were known by different names than the names we.knaw them by today,
see map No. 15, and the houses were few and far between. South lake Drive
was unknown and Celes Avenue which ran only from Summit Avenue east teo
Wilsen, was known as Chestnut Avenue and consisted of a couple of wagen ruts,
unpaved, without curbs, sidewalks, lighting, etc. It was about three feet
higher than it is today and had only three houses on the south side of it.
Mountains lived on the southwest corner of Wilson (Fourth) then Scudders
and in the block between Fifth and Summit was Procter's house.

Davis Avenue, formerly Maple Avenue, was cut through from Main Street
te Summit Avenue, formerly Frespect, but was unpaved and without walks,
curbs or lights. On the north side there were ne cross streets until you
got to Wilson or Fourth Street, as it was all farmland and the ground was
about four or five feet higher than the roadway. On the south side there
were three houses between Herman (First) and louis (Second St) Mayer lived
in the first house and when they moved to North Hackensack where they are
still residing, Kretchman moved from the second heuse into the first house
and Busam moved inte the second house where Kretchman's fermerly lived, The
thirc¢ house was the small house, still standing, on the corner of Davis and
Isuis (Maple and Third) the home of Pavlik's, The only other house en Davis
was Haberli's on the southeast corner of Davis and Wilsen (Maple and Fourth)
This was torn down about 1971 and the ground has been vacant since then.

Thers were no other houses on the street at that time, (1915)



Faimmount 1915 8.

Willow Avenue was only a narrow path from Main Street up te Herman,
(then Second St.) and the path was on the south side, about where the side-~
walk now is located. The property to the south of Willow Avenue was all
fenced in and owned by the Borden estate, see section en Krone Place,

On the northwest corner of Willow and Herman steod the Jacobs! home, former—
ly Kippels before they moved to ﬁain & Voorhis Place, Next to Jacobs! house
on the north side of Willow was a very tiny summer bungalow set away back on
the property and used only on weekends or in the sumer by a family from Jer-
sey City by the name of Wirtz. High hedges in the front hid the place from
view but it was their country home and was very nice. Just west of this
property Mr. Kappes built three houses, the first or easterly one for his
son Louis, the second he sold to his cousin named Hoffrieder and the third
or most westerly one to the Rosemans', Acress the street on the seutheast
corner of Willew and Iouis was the home of levy. There were ne other homes
on Willew Avenue from that point until you reached the southwest cerner of
Allen Street & Willew where the Haight's lived, later Orwig and now Busam,
Farther to the west en the south side of Willow was the Wallace home,almost
to the Coles Brook, and then there were no ¢thers.

On Catalpa Avenue, the first house west of Main Street was the Bridger
home on the northwest corner of Catalpa and Herman, Opposite Bridgers was a
house built and lived in by a man by the name of Pfeifer, On the next cerner
to the west, which would be the southeast cerner of Catalpa & louls was a
small building and a nursery which occupied the space in this sguare block
that was not a part of the "Sportsmans' Field", Gordens' home was later
built on the southeast corner of Catalpa and Lincoln, and the rest of this '
square block was occupied by greennhouses, Ilater a mmall house was built on
the southwest comer of Catalpa and Wilson where I believe Gordon's son lived.
There was a huge barn on the southeast corner of Catalpa and Summit, a part

of the estate of Shubert who occupied this entire square block. Hadke s)GRst 46~
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Fairmeunt 1915 9
On the western part of Catalpa Avenue, back almost to the brook, on the
south side was the house of Tabler and opposite them in a sort of square
stene building was a family by the name of Hazs,
Cedar Avenue, starting from Krone Flace and going west, there was a
large house just south of the factory where Martini lived. He was a sort of
general manager in Krone's factory. Acress the street on Cedar Avenue was

the home of Moore'!s and then Morrisen'!s next to it on the corner of Herman.

Diagonally acress, en the northwest corner of Cedar and Herman was the
"Sportman?!s Fleld", with home plate at that corner, batting in the
northerly direction. Many good baseball players had their start here,

such as Charlie Schaefer and Harry Harper.

Between louis and Wilson, on Cedar Avenue, there were twe houses that
were almest oppesite each other, One on the north side was right next to
"The Pine Woods", as we called it, and the other was directly acress from
it on the south side. It was said that Mr. Zingsem grew his pines here and
transported them to Fairmount Park, Phila. The pine weods were on the nerth-
east corner of Cedar and Wilson, running about 200 feet in each directioen,
and it was dark in the pine forest even on a bright day. On the northeast
cormer of Cedar and Summit was Shubert's home, later Letz, which took in
the entire square block, with a large barn as mentiened before on the corner
of Catalpa and Summit. The rest of this entire block was devoted te farm
crops, orchards and berries, Cedar Avenue did not extend beyond Summit Ave
at that time,

Traveling east on Cedar Avenue as far as possible, the street would
terminate at Krone Flace, Setting back about 100 feet or so from Krone
Place and facing Cedar Avenue was the imposing residence of G.N.Zingsem, éﬂé?XfEB
who it was said owned the entire area of what is now considered as Fairmount.,
The huge rambling structure resembled a hotel more than it did a home, with

a large porch across the entire 80 foot front and around each of the sides,



Fairmount 1915 10

Thé¢;ere some pictures of this structure which I borrowed from the
Krone family for use at a tercentenary display but they have been lost by
the family after I returned them., The Zingsem homestead and all ef the
surrounding grounds became the Krone homestead until the elder Krone passed
away and then it began to d@eteriorate to such a point that it was demdlished
about 1920 for the building of the Martin Terrace defelepement, where the
house stoed. (Martin Toolen build the housks on Martin Terrace)

Springvalley Avenue and Elm Avenue were somewhat alike years ago. In
the developing of this area Mr. Zingsem had started by erecting large, very
ornate homes, "Villas" is what he called them, on about every other corner
of these streets, Some are still standing, dating back to the post-Civil
War period, but most have been replaced by many other houses being built eon
the large plots on whtth they were originally constructed. Most of the
homes built around 1880 were on ploets consisting of the entire square bleck,

Of those streets running north and south, other than Main and Summit,
we will start with lincoln Street, formerly known as Fifth Street. It was
only a dirt road and there was only one house on it, at its most northern
point which was the home of the Barnes family on the corner of Coles Ave,
They were the first ones in this region to own an automobile, to my know-
ledge, and to get into his property from Davis Avenue Mr, Barnes built his
own road of coal ashes and c§hers. |

On Wilson Stréet, formerly Fourth Street,it was more populated having
Boyce's at 287 and in the next block there was Wholtman's in the little
house setting back a ways from the street on the southwest corner of Davis

and Wilson, then there were the two Donaldson families, on the west side.

Inuls Street, formerly Thlrd Street, began at Davis Avenue and ran to
the south and had Kappis on the east side in the middle of the block between
Davis and Willow, On the same side in the middle of the next block was the

home of Boice and later on,about 1920, Johnson's and Vanderbeck's,
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Herman Street, formerly Sicond Street, also began at Davis Avenue and
going south had farmland on the east side as far as Willow Avenue which was
just a pathway from Herman to Main. On the west side of Herman there was
first Meyers home then Mortimers. In the next block, between Willow and
Catalpa on Herman, on the west side, was a small house eccupied by Mr.& Mrs,
Wippen & caughter Helen and to the south of that was the home of the elder
Mrs, Vanderbeck, The area on the east side of Herman, between Willow and
Catalpa was all fenced in and was part of the orchards of the Borden estate,

Krone Place, fomerly First Street, started at Catalpa Avenue and ran
to the south. A driveway, from Catalpa Avenue, through huge gates, extended
to the north inte the Borden estate, circling arcund in front of the house at
194 Krone Place and exiting at the same point pm Catalpa Avenue. The Berden
property teck in all the land between Catalpa and Willow and from east to west
from Herman Street to Main Street, Other than the main house there was a
small place where the caretaker lived, on the southeast corner of Willow and
Herman, a fellow by the name of Carl who always chased us when we were about
to swipe seme apples or pears, There was another small barn on Willow Avenue
on the crest of the slepe. In the rear of tﬁe large house was a smoke heuse,
down in the hollow, and a root cellar too. Mrs, Borden operated a naticnwide
business by mail, having to do with a reducing tonic or elixer and apparently
it was a very productive enterprise,

Going south on Krone Place, there was the large factory, housing the
Krone School Supply Co, Printers and Binders, dealing with scheels all over
the country. They employed half the people in Fairmount and everyone in the
area set their clocks by the whistle frem Krone's Factory. (see Picture)‘#'q
Directly oppesite the factory was the home of Edward Krone and then all the
wey down to the northeast corner of Krone and Springvalley wes the home ef
the other son, Herman Krone. In between these two homes was the home of
their father, whe occupied the former residence of G.N.Zingsem,(See details

in connection with Cedar Avenue, and also see map for 1ayout)
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APPEAL LOST - The fire-damaged Xrone factory, built in 13896, won’t be rebuilt unless a ¢

Staff Phato by Joe Glardail}
ourt intervenes.
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Pine Street, formerly Bergen Street, ran only from Foplar to Elm Ave.

It was later extended to Catalpa and several houses were erected on the east
side of the street only. On fhe corner of Catalpa & Pine was the home of
Wulsteins' and then farther south lived families by the name of Murrays,
Collins, Kanz and Schwartz. On the sest side of Pine starting at Catalpz
there were the Krone woods and to the south some orchards and a very n‘ica‘
black exheart cherry tree, which Varren Barmes and Walt Smith remember only
too well, On the next bleck, between Sprinvalley and Elm, there were two
houses en Fine Streset almost eppossite each other in the midd.le of the bloci.
On Pins Street, betwsen Elm and Fairmount Avenus, there was but one house
vhich wvas on the west side in the middle of the block, the hegle of Streeters,
Thers were no others that I can recall,

The Powless home was iocated in the middle of the land between Pine St
and Grand Avenue and south from Elm Avenue to the rear of the houses that
wers on Fairmount Avenue. It was a very imposing structure,picture enclesed,
facing Grand Avenue and surrounded by towsring pins which lined the driveways
from the corner of Grand and Elm up to and circiiing the house and exiting at
the southerly corner of the property en Grand Avenue, ( Pietoce * [ 8)

Johneon Avenue was mostly a residential street at that time with the ex-
c_eption of Ferber Construction and Werner's garage at the southern end and the
0ld Dominion at the northern ead Just where it made the bend to enter lorth
Hackensack. Just where the road turned, orrosite the 0ld Dominicn, was the
garage of Nelson's who ran bus lines here and there around the county. This
garage was later owned by Ruckdeschel and it was where John started in the
business. One of my first cars was stored there each night and from there 1
walked home, It was unheard of to leave an auto éut all night in those,_days.
Here and there along Johnson Avenue were the home of families'such as lLelnys,
Pull, Krause, izlone, Karl, Munz, Hartman, lelma, Kingsley, COswald, Futis,
Hoffman, Duryea, Yyks and around the corner in North Hackensack where Johnson

Lvama harame Ackersop St . there yere Jones. Pavlik anf Freverioks



s

15

N

f'z

|

A
\

f
¢

A~

e

|

o
>?}@":"t, P

5

N

e
3

e

et ok
A

"9“‘_&;4
G

.
X

AP
¥

:
=Y

Litwo. o Fero.Marer .96 & 98 Fuurox S1.N Y I

£/8



Fairmount 1915 13

Some of the more prominent landmarks along Johnson Avenue were a) Wulff's
Hotel on the southwest corner of Orchard & Johnson, a stage ceach step in the
real old dasys. Rucicdcschcl later operated it when he moved over from Main St,
and one of its claims to fame was the well known "Fifth Ward Yuletide Club"®
vhose headquarters were located here. Two blocks farther north cn the socutle
vest corner of Jefferson and Johnson was the original Cherry Hill School #51,
later purchased by the Zabriskie fomily and converted inte a dwelling, Hajight's
lived there for coms time, also a family by the name of Carr and for a short
tire Boyce lived there. (A plcture taken from my beok on Hackensack Schools is
enclosed. For further details get the book - plug) Gol'cﬂ/&ﬁ # /C]>

As Johnson Avenue swung to the wight,and became Ackerson Street in lorth
Hackensaclk,this was only for ocne block, The recad swung to the left and then
became the beginning of Kinderkamack Read. This was one of the main arteries
for south to north traffic.

The short stieets, running just from Main to Johnson, were Voorhis named

after'Peanut! Johnny Voorhis, who owned most of that aree years ago. Morosli'c

lived on Voorhis Place and on the northwest corner of Voorhis and Johnson is
the house constructed mostly of the lumber from the old Fairmount Schoeel en
Grand and Poplar, Oa Orchard Sireet ldved the Mauthe's, Demarests' and Schacfer
on the South side and on the north side were two houses, Schwenk and Shelly

I don't even ruemenber Oak Street being there at that time and Zabriskie
Street had only cne heuse on the north side where Kovzan's lived, Charlie
Mever tells me that there were two small houses, onc facing Zabriside and one
facing Cal: Street. Sam Jones lived in the Zabrislde Street one and Friedeman
lived in the one on or facing Oak Street.

On Jefferson Street on tha eouth side vas the home of a family by the
name of wright and to the east of it a heme occupied by the Himasl family. “

Fast of Johnson Avenue, on the North Hackensock cide of the brook; ws

Browmn's saw mil) and I believe they lived nearby <n Ackerson Sireet,



This structure was formerly oﬁ the southwest corner
of Johnson Avenue and Jefferson Street, Built in 1090,
it was the Cherry Hill School #51, taking in students
from the northern part of Hackensack and the lower part
of what then was Riverside Borough. When Fairmount School
was bullt the grounds end building shown here were pur-
chased by the Zabriskie family and converted into a
dwelling. It was torn down in the late i60's and an

apartment building is now erected on these grounds,

/9
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Fairmount 1915 lL

That just about covers most of Fairmount, at least that part of it
that we knew as kids growing up in that area. There are some things that
are most memorable of the area, at that period, and I would like to list a
few of them here, not necessarily in the order of their importance but as
they come to mind as I sit writing this., I wish I had some pictures of
2ll of these things as my description may leave things rather vague.
l. The steep bank on tﬁe left side or west side of Main Street from Coles
Avenue to the lake., It started almost from the curb and went up at about
a 45 degree anle for about 35 or 4O feet, On the surfzes of this bank
were the words "North Hackensack Park" in concrete letters that were about
three feet high, painted white,
2. The skating and sledding - at Zabriskie's pond and all up and down the
two streams feeding into it. The sledding from Zabriskie's hill, by the
reservoir, in either direction, toward the east to Main Street or to the
west toward the ice house,
3, The country-like surroundings and open fields and woods before Route 4
was cut through and so many houses were built. When Springvalley Avenue
was only paved to the brook and when most of Fairmount had neither side-
walks nor curbs,
L. The woods - we referred to them as the first, second and third woods,
The first woods being those on this south side of Coles Brook and the lake,
The second woods were those to the south of the next brook flowing from Van
Saun's and Pompador. In between the first and second woods was a large
farm, where Route 4 is now running, Around this area was a one mile track
where we did our prééticc running. The third woods were those to the south
of Howland Avenue, north of Pompador. We knew these wnods like the palm
of our hand and could walk through them on the dariect night without crack-
ling a twig, on our way to and from Washington Springs.

5« The Fafﬁnx ~ From Willow Avenue north there were forms orerated by
-]



FPairmount 1915 15
Zabriskie. These extended as far west as Lincoln Street in Hackensack,
In Cherry Hill, North Hackensack, River Edge, Old Bridge or whatever you
vish to call it, there were farms and nothing else from Main Street west tof
the area known as Forest Avenue.(which of course wasn't there) In Maywood
and Paramus there was Fhretl!s farm all through the area where the Bergen
Mall is now located, extending as far back as Srpringvalley Read, The main
crops of the farms here were corn and tomatoes. In most of Faramus, of
course, it was telery, as this was considered the celery capital of the
world, just as years ago Hackensack was world famous for the Hackensack
melon. (very similar to the "pride of Wisconson)
6. The Swimming - At Pompader in the second wood, and at Boys Pond, just
belew Pompador, at Old Bridge at the north end of the lake, at the dam near
the gate where they opened and closed the valve to flood or drain the pond,f
and at Tylers or the Old Dominion near Johnson Avenue, or the sand pit and
the canal, where we were forbidden to go, as well as the river and Eden
..... Beach., We never lacked for a place to swim nor did we ever have a suit.
It wvas all free, including the daisy fields, farms,orchards, wildlife and
above all youth.
7. The Pine Forest - On the northeast corner of Cedar and Wilson was this.
dense forest of pines. Actually it was only about 200 feet by 100 feet but
it was dark and cool even on a bright, hot summer day when we weuld sit on
the thick, pine needled floor of the pine forest to eat a lunch,
8. The End - This area derived its name from it being the end of the line
for the trolley,and later on the bus, It was here that the Motorman or Driver
changed the pole and then rested for a few minutes before starting on the re-
turn trip. The building just to east of Main Street and north of where Grand
Avenue begins, at North Hackensack, was built as a iecal estate office when
they began promoting the sale of property in this region, The name of the ;

firm was Jermaines and later, I believe, Hageman land Co., However by the mié-
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twenties or late twenties, when most of the old farmland north of Davis Aven-~
ue had been sold, houses erected and streets cut through, it became a candy
and refreshment store. It was operated by many different people, who attempted
to make a go of it, some of whom ere Brown, Youakim, Westervelt, Thompson and
of course Leo and Gertie Roog. On the west side of Main Street, at the very
top of the crest of the hill stood the remains of the old brownstone founda-
tion which was all that was left of the home of Teunis Cole, whose name is
remembered by the Brook and for the Street (Coles Avenue) . Some may remember
more then this about Fairmount but that is about as much as I can recall as
far back as 1915, for you must bear in mind that I was only six years old at
the time, While I do remember the ride here on the horse drawn moving van,
sitting 'way up high, and much about the place as it was then, sometimes I
can't recall what I had for supper last night; But then the same thing

happens to my good friend, '"what's his name'".

G.M.,Scudder



Fairmount School
1918 Original School on left (Building on Right built in 1907)
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1%
THE STORY OF THEp *RANIC ¢/ /§7%

The way Fairmount appears today has a lot to do
with the Panic of 1876.

Mr. G. Zingsem, who owned all of Fairmount,
joined with Mr. C.Voorhis, who owned a bank in
Hackensack, in starting the Hackensack Water Co.

In 1870 they obtained a charter from the state to
start a water companu. They built a reservoir on the top
of Zab#riskie's hill in River Edge. The reservoir
was 150 ft. by 26e ft. and was 8 ft. deep. It was

completelyy lined with brick., and held about a million
gallons of water. This was pumpked from the river at
high tide, into the reservoir, whMere it flowed by gravity down into
Hackensack.. That was the start of HaCKENSACK Water Co.
A few years jater . ab%gt ;%%%'t%ere was wjat we lmpw as
a depresssion, they called it a panic. All of the banks failed, the
railroads were bankrupt and anyone who had money
lost it. That included both Mr. Zingsem and
Mr. Voorhis who both died pnniless, afterr
being such wealthy men.

As a result, all of the properties that
was Fairmount was sold. One of Mr. Zingsems relatives
by marriage, Mr. Krone took over the Zingsem
Homestead. This was a stately mansion facing
Cedar Avenue, on what is now Krone Place. IN addition
Mr. Krone ak%quired all the property from Herman to pine,
between éatalpa and Springvalley. He bult a huge
factory on Krone Place and two large palatious
homes, one fror each son Edward and Herman.

Land speculators appeared-- Mr Ross obtained
large areas near the Fairmount School and Ross Ave,
A group known as the Davis Land Co took over
all the land up to Davis Avenue, Mr. Allen acquired
lands along Summit and Allen Sts. The Borden estate
was from Herman st to Main bet#ween Will ow and
Catalpa. Hekiman land co took all land north of

-

Davis Ave. Land was sold for #1,500 for a& block or $300 for a
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50 by 100 lot. yamg people bought a block , built their
house on one corner and used'the rest for barns,, gardens, orchards,
etc. One fellow built his house in the middle of the
block and today is surrrounded by other homes.

The Hekiman Land Co called their area North Hack~-
ensack Park He sold only lot sizes.

The street names were for the Davis Land co
group Herman , Louis, Wilson and Lincoln.

The Borden Estate extended from Herman to
Main and between Wéllow and Catalp. The Korn
. property ;,between Fairmount and Ross
and the Schubert Plot betweeen Cedar and Catalpa

were larger and built prior to 1870.

G.M. SCUDDER



